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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by Awatsu et al., 
U.S. Patent Number: 5,777,304 (see PTO-892 reference A). 

3. As per claim 1, Awatsu et al teaches an automated teller machine for performing a cash 
transaction, comprising: 

a currency deposit/withdraw port for depositing/withdrawing a currency (see abstract and 
column 26, lines 12-16); 

a discriminating unit for discriminating a currency (see column 17, lines 44-59); 

a cassette (see column 9, lines 61-65) detachably mounted (see column 1, lines 25-32) 
with respect to said automated teller machine (abstract), for storing thereinto a currency (see 
column 14, lines 9-16); 

a control unit (see column 17, lines 44-59) for storing thereinto operation information 
used to operate said automated teller machine in correspondence with a money sort of the 
currency stored in said cassette (see column 14, lines 5-17) which is set to said automated teller 
machine and for performing a control operation based upon said stored operation information 
(abstract and column 5, lines 30-63). 
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4. As per claim 2, Awatsu et al teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 1 
described above. Awatsu further teaches said control unit sets, or changes said operation 
information stored in said control unit (see column 4, lines 45-65, where "inputting set bill 
amount in the cash safe to the control section" is equivalent of "control unit sets, or changes said 
operation information stored in said control unit"). 

5. As per claim 3, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 2 
described above. Awatsu et al. further teaches said automated teller machine is comprised of: 

a staff member panel for display thereon, which is operated by a staff member (see 
figures 5a-5b and column 9, lines 33-60); and said control unit sets, or changes said operation 
information (see column 4, lines 45-65, where "inputting set bill amount in the cash safe to the 
control section" is equivalent of "control unit sets, or changes said operation information) by 
using said staff member panel (see figures 5a-5b and column 9, lines 33-60). 

6. As per claim 4, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 1 
described above. Awatsu further teaches wherein: 

said control unit acquires cassette information from said cassette which is set to said automated 
teller machine (see abstract and column 14, lines 5-17) and judges as to whether or not said 
acquired cassette information is suitable for said stored operation information (see column 14, 
lines 5-17 and column 19, lines 1-52). 

7. As per claim 5, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 4 
described above: Awatsu further teaches said control unit continuously performs the operation 
of said automated teller machine in the case that the judgment result is suitable for said operation 
information (see column 4, lines 30-39). 
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8. As per claim 6, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 4 
described above. Awatsu et al further teaches wherein: in the case that the judgment result is not 
suitable for said operation information, said control unit notifies such a fact that said judgment 
result is not suitable for said operation information (see column 4, lines 25-40 and column 19, 
lines 1-9). 

9. As per claim 7, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 1 
described above. Awatsu et al. further teaches wherein: said control unit acquires money sort 
information (see column 5, lines 26-42) from cassette information (see column 14, lines 5-17) set 
to said automated teller machine (abstract), and judges as to whether said money sort information 
of the acquired cassette information is made coincident, or not coincident with said money sort 
information of said previously stored operation information (see column 15, lines 1-14). 

10. As per claim 8, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 7 
described above. Awatsu et al further teaches said control unit operates said automated teller 
apparatus based upon said money sort information of the operation information (see column 5, 
lines 26-42) when it is so judged that said money sort information of said acquired cassette (see 
column 14, lines 5-17) and information is made coincident with said money sort information of 
the previously stored operation information (see column 15, lines 1-14). 

11. As per claim 9, Awatsu et al teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 7 
described above. Awatsu et al further teaches wherein: said automated teller machine is further 
comprised of: 

a staff member panel for displaying thereon, which is operated by a staff member (see column 
15, lines 1-14); and when it is so judged that said money sort information of said acquired 
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cassette information is not made coincident with said money sort information of the previously 
stored operation information (see column 14, lines 5-17), said control unit displays said a fact of 
"noncoincidence" on said staff member panel (see abstract, column 15, lines 1-14 and column 
14, lines 5-17). 

12. As per claimlO, Awatsu et al. and Hain et al teaches an automated teller machine as 
claimed in claim 1 described above. Awatsu teaches wherein: 

said stored operation information (see column 3, lines 28-39) contains sort information of 
said cassette, which indicates as to whether or not said cassette exclusively stores thereinto (see 
column 14, lines 5-18 and column 15, lines 1-14) a currency deposited from said currency 
deposit/withdraw port (see abstract and column 26, lines 12-16), whether or not said cassette 
exclusively stores thereinto a currency withdrawn from said currency deposit/withdraw port (see 
abstract, column 15, lines 1-14 and column 26, lines 12-16), or whether or not said cassette 
stores thereinto currencies which are deposited and withdrawn from said currency 
deposit/withdraw port (see abstract and column 26, lines 12-16); and 

said control unit (see column 17, lines 44-59 and column 5, lines 30-63) acquires such 
information corresponding to said sort information of said cassette (see column 14, lines 5-17), 
which is contained in said stored operation information (see column 3, lines 28-39), from into 
said automated teller machine (see abstract and column 15, lines 47-50); and also judges as to 
whether or not the operation is properly carried out based upon said acquired information (see 
column 4, lines 30-39). 

13. As per claim 11, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 1 
described above. Awatsu et al. further teaches said stored operation information contains 
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information related to a country which issues a currency (see column 14, lines 5-17); and said 
control unit acquires such information corresponding to the country information of said stored 
operation information from said cassette set to said automated teller machine (abstract and 
column 14, lines 5-17), and judges as to whether or not the operation is suitable based upon the 
acquired information (see column 15, lines 1-52). 

14. As per claim 12, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 1 
described above. Awatsu et al. further teaches wherein: said stored operation information 
contains discrimination information indicative of a range of a currency which is discriminated by 
said discriminating unit and said control unit acquires such information related to a currency 
stored form said cassette which is set to said automated teller machine (see column see column 9, 
lines 61-67, column 10, 1-55), and judges as to whether or not said currency information is 
located within a range of said discrimination information (see column 15, lines 1-14). 

15. As per claim 13, Awatsu teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 1 
described above. Awatsu et al. further teaches wherein: said control unit continuously monitors, 
or monitors in a constant time interval the information related to said cassette set to said 
automated teller machine (see column 12, lines 45-65 and column 14, lines 1-49). 

16. As per claim 14, Awatsu et al. teaches an automatic teller machine equipped with a 
currency deposit/withdraw mechanism for depositing/withdrawing a currency, comprising: 

a main body control unit for controlling said automatic teller machine (see abstract and 
column 9, lines 50-60); 
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wherein: said currency deposit/withdraw mechanism includes a currency 
deposit/withdraw port for depositing/withdrawing the currency (see abstract and column 26, lines 
12-16); 

a discriminating unit for discriminating the currency deposited form said currency 
deposit/withdraw port (see column 17, lines 44-59); 

a temporary storage unit for temporarily storing the currency discriminated by said 
discriminating unit (see column 1 1, lines 39-57 and column 12, lines 1-2) 

a plurality of cassettes (see column 14, lines 5-17) for storing thereinto the currencies in 
accordance with said discrimination result (see column 11, lines 39-57 and column 12, lines 1-2) 
and also detachably mounted on said currency deposit/withdraw mechanism (see column 1, lines 
15-35); and 

also a control unit for controlling said currency deposit/withdraw mechanism (see column 
abstract and column 17, lines 44-59); said control unit of said currency deposit/withdraw 
mechanism to said currency deposit/withdraw mechanism (see column 4, lines 25-31 and 
column 17, lines 44-59) ; and 

said main body control unit; said control unit acquires cassette information from said 
cassettes set; and also transmits said acquired cassette information (see column 9, lines 61-67 
and column 10, lines 1-42), and also transmits operation information of said automated teller 
machine to said currency deposit/withdraw mechanism (see column 5, lines 26-40 and column 
17, lines 44-59). 

17. As per claim 1 5, Awatsu et al and Hain et al teaches an automated teller machine as 
claimed in claim 14 described above. Awatsu et al teaches either said main body control unit or 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/022,848 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3691 

said control unit of the currency deposit/withdraw mechanism continuously monitors, or 
monitors in a constant time interval mounting/dismounting of said cassettes (see column 10, lines 
30-41 and column 12, lines 49-65); which are set to said currency deposit/withdraw mechanism 
(see column 4, lines 25-31 and column 17, lines 44-59). 

18. As per claim 16, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 
15 described above. Awatsu et al. further teaches wherein: in the case that either said main body 
control unit or said control unit (see column 17, lines 44-59) of the currency deposit/withdraw 
mechanism (see abstract and column 26, lines 12-16) monitors to sense that said cassettes (see 
column 14, lines 1-39) are again reset, said main body control unit again transmitted from said 
control unit (see column 12, lines 45-65), and also judges as to whether or not said acquired 
cassette information is suitable for said stored operation information of the automated teller 
machine (see column 14, lines 1-39 and column 15, lines 1-15). 

19. As per claim 17, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 
14 described above. Awatsu et al. further teaches wherein: 

said main body control unit acquires money sort information contained in said cassette 
information transmitted from said control unit (see column 14, lines 5-50), and also judges as to 
whether or not said acquired money sort information is suitable for said stored operation 
information (see column 15, lines 1-30). 

20. As per claim 18, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 
17 described above. Awatsu et al. further teaches wherein: in the case that said main body 
control unit judges that said acquired money sort information is suitable for said operation 
information, said main body control unit executes the operation of said automated teller machine 
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based upon said operation information; and in the case that said main body control unit judges 
that said acquired money sort information is not suitable for said operation information, said 
main body control unit notifies such a fact that said acquired memory sort information is not 
suitable for said operation information (see column 14, lines 5^-50 and column 15, lines 1-30). 

21. As per claim 19, Awatsu et al. teaches an automated teller machine as claimed in claim 
14 described above. Awatsu et al. further teaches wherein: said control unit of said currency 
deposit/withdraw mechanism (see column 19, lines 38-52) acquires said operation information 
stored in said main body control unit, and judges as to whether or not said acquired operation 
information is suitable for said cassette information (see column 19, lines 1-52) 

22. As per claim 20, Awatsu et al. teaches a centralized managing system comprising a 
plurality of automated teller machines; and a center apparatus for connecting said plurality of 
automated teller machines via a network to each other, wherein: 

said center apparatus acquires and manages both information indicative of a currency 
range which should be handled by each of said plural automated teller machines, also 
information indicative of an amount of currencies which are stored in cassettes set to said plural 
automated teller machines (see column 14, lines 5-38 and abstract). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Liu whose telephone number is 571-270-1370. The 
examiner can normally be reached on First Friday OFF. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick James Nolan can be reached on 571-270-0847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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